Terms of Agreement

by Evan Roth (http://evan-roth.com)

“I understand that Express Mail, Priority Mail, Global Express Guaranteed, Express Mail International and Priority Mail International packaging is the property of the United States Postal Service and is provided solely for sending Express Mail, Priority Mail, Global Express Guaranteed, Express Mail International and Priority Mail International. Misuse may be a violation of federal law.”
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– from usps.gov

My initial fascination with stickers stemmed from the simple fact that they offered the easiest and cheapest method of getting digital media off of my computer screen and into the city. Like many others, my first graffiti experiments involved making tags in the comfort of my own home on stacks of U.S. government-issued postal labels. At the time I was writing software applications that would export content that was then printed onto postal labels using a cheap home printer. I thought the concept of combining graffiti and technology was something new and novel; however, as I began putting up more and more stickers I realized that I wasn't the only hacker walking around NYC with a backpack full of postal labels. Graffiti writers and computer hackers are two seemingly different groups of people that really need to be hanging out more often. While I was busy hacking together digital systems in C++, graffiti writers had been steadily hacking urban systems in NYC for decades. REVS and COST figured out that there was a system of eight 1' x 1' blank yellow canvases at the intersection of every street corner in Manhattan and they seemed to have hacked them all. Writers figured out that they could hack newspaper boxes to display new content as well as fend off the elements. Subway walls are hacked exposing views into other worlds, clothing donation drop off points are altered to accept more than just clothes and advertising spaces are hacked to promote beauty instead of products. The United States Postal Service itself is a system that has long been vulnerable to urban hackers. Government property is stolen, modified and stuck up illegally in the city (often on other government property), with content that has little to do with where a package is To or From. Graffiti and hacking are both practices that involve the appropriation of large systems by slightly devious and highly motivated individuals of scarce means. And whether your skill set is in source code or stickers, both are freely available tools for the dissemination of revolution, fame and LOLs.

How to receive 500 U.S. government-issued postal labels delivered to your door for free (including shipping):

1.) Find the Internet and go to http://shop.usps.com
2.) Create an account (might be helpful to do this at work or school).

3.) Go to “For Mailing / Shipping” and click on “Priority Mail”.

4.) Click on “Priority Mail Address Label” (Item # Label 228).

5.) Enter 500 into the box labeled “Qty”. Then click “order” and “checkout”.

6.) Wait patiently for 7-10 business days.

